CHAPTER XXVI
PFEIFFERELLA:   GLANDERS:   MELIOIDOSIS
THE definition given by Buchanan to the Pfeifferella genus is
non-motile rods, slender, Gram-negative, without spores, staining
poorly, sometimes forming threads and showing a tendency to
branching. Gelatin may be slowly liquefied ; do not ferment
carbohydrates ; growth on potato characteristically honey-like.
The name " Pfeifferella " was apparently adopted as a result
of a clerical error. It was originally intended as the generic name
for the influenza group of organisms, but, when " Haemophilus "
was considered to be more appropriate, " Pfeifferella" was
erroneously substituted for the proposed name " Loefflerella " as
the generic name of this group. In order to avoid confusion the
error was not corrected, but there appears to be no valid reason
for perpetuating this mistake. It is, however, recognized that
the taxonomic position of this genus is not definitely settled.
There are certain resemblances to the genus Brucdla, such as the
presence of cocco-bacillary forms and the limited biochemical
activity, but, in view of the irregular morphological picture, it is
generally considered that this genus represents a stage between
the Mycobacteria and the Actinomyces.
The first and only accepted member of this genus to be described
was Pf. mallei) or the glanders bacillus, which was isolated by
Loeffler and Schiitz in 1882 from a horse dying of acute glanders.
A similar organism, Pf. whitmori, was later isolated by Whitmore
(1913) in India from a glanders-like disease of man, which was
termed " melioidosis " by Stanton and Fletcher (1925). It has
been tentatively included in this genus by many workers, but it
differs from the generic requirements in that it is motile and
ferments carbohydrates.
Pf. mallei or the Glanders Bacillus
Morphology. Pf. mallei is usually a slender, straight or slightly
curved rod with rounded ends, about O,5 x 2-5/i. It may be
arranged singly or in irregular clusters. In artificial cultivation
it tends to be shorter and less uniform ; in old cultures pleo-
morphism is marked and long filaments with true branching may
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